
*Great Indoor/
outdoor actIvIty

*new clubs FormInG

CowBoy Fast Draw

Visit our website at:

{ {

}
EvEr WondEr HoW Fast You Would HavE sHot 

In an old WEst GunFIGHt? 

JoIn today!!!

}

*Great sport For the 
whole FamIly!

noW You 
Can 

FInd out!

cowboy Fast draw assocIatIon

P.O. Box 5 • Fernley, NV 89408 • 775-575-1802

www.cowboyfastdraw.com

Dedicated to the Cowboy Way

Real HolsteRs, Real Guns, witH wax Bullets

SHOOTING WITH USPSA  
IS FUN, COMPETITIVE  
& ALWAYS SAFE!

USPSA matches are unlike any  
other shooting sport combining  
speed, power and accuracy.  
We move, run through obstacles,  
shoot and reload until the fastest,  
most accurate competitor wins. 

Come on out and give it a try!  
To find a local USPSA club or become a member,  
visit www.USPSA.org.
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I recently had the 
opportunity to test and 

evaluate long term two 
tactical/hunting scopes from 

Leupold. They are the VX-R 
Patrol 1.25-4x20mm and the VX-R 

3-9x40mm scopes.
The VX-R Patrol (item #113769) 

1.25-4x20mm objective/30mm tube 
and has the FireDot SPR reticle. This is a 

smaller circle outside the crosshairs with mil 
dots. Weight is 11.5 oz.
The VX-R (item #110686) 3-9x40mm 

objective/30mm tube has the FireDot Duplex 
reticle. This is the more traditional mil dot 

crosshairs. Weight is 15.3 oz.
Both of the scopes have a matte black finish. 

They have external adjustable (0.1 mil) target turrets 
which can be reset to zero with the supplied Allen 
wrench. 

The FireDot is a small red dot in the center of the 
reticle crosshairs. It has 10 brightness settings. It has 
an auto shut-off feature at five minutes with no gun 
activity. With any movement the dot turns back on. You 
can also turn off the dot by pressing and holding the 
activation/ brightness pressure switch on the left side 
cap. The cap unscrews for battery installation (cr2032 

By Dave Furney

The VX-R 
3-9X40 was 
mounted on 
my lightweight 
Kimber .308 
with a custom 
muzzle-brake.

The Leupold VX-R 
Patrol 1.25-4X20mm.

The Leupold VX-R 
3-9X40mm.

LEUPOLD’S
VX R

Patrol   Scopes

coin-type battery). Note: I’m still using original batteries 
after two years of use.

The lenses are crystal clear. The zoom is fast and firm. 
The turret clicks are positive and easily turned. I have 
tested and both scopes return to zero every time. The eye 
relief is typical Leupold generous. The weight is very 
low compared to other scopes I have used and tested.

I had the 1.25-4 Patrol accidentally fall off the bench 
while testing and it retained it’s zero. Nothing was 
damaged but my pride as it was witnessed. I really 
have become attached to these scopes and have 
purchased both of them.

I had previously acquired a VX-R Patrol (item 
#113771) 3-9x40/30mm tube FireDot TMRscope. 
The only difference between the VX-R and the 
Patrol models is that the VX-R has traditional 

covered adjustment turrets with 1/4 MOA 
adjustments. Standard duplex hunting 

crosshairs are on this scope. Weight is 15.3 
oz. Also, the VX-R is a hundred dollars 

cheaper than the Patrol models.
If you want a great lightweight 
scope at a very affordable price, 

you couldn’t go wrong in 
purchasing any of these 

scopes. Also, all Leupold 
scopes come with a 

lifetime warranty.

Leupold’s FireDot 
duplex with BDC reticle 
has a nice, bright, dot 

for up-close work.



 

Leatherhead Bullets provide cost 
effective, accurate projectiles for 
competitive shooters, recreational 
reloaders and hunters.  Leatherhead 
Bullets are coated with a unique dry 
lube formula. This non-toxic polymer 
coating totally encapsulates the 
bullet, and virtually eliminates the 
smoke and leading associated with 
traditional cast / lubed bullets. 
Leatherhead Bullets are clean in your 
gun, clean in your hands, and clean in 
your reloading components!  
 
Leatherhead Bullets LLC 
Nampa, ID. 
www.leatherheadbullets.com 
leatherheadbullets@yahoo.com 
Dave (208)249-8107   
Chris (208)250-0526 
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The VX-R Patrol 
1.25-4X20 was 
mounted on my 
custom 6.8mm.

The FireDot SPR dot 
is even brighter and is 
excellent for close in 

shots.
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SCTP By: Tom Wondrash

These were the sounds heard over and 
over again at the 2014 SCTP National 
Team Shotgun Championships that were 
held at the World Shooting and Recreation 
Complex in Sparta, Illinois last July. In 
all, over 713,000 competition targets were 
thrown during that week . . . without a 
single accident!

The SCTP National Championships 
saw 2,180 athletes representing 176 teams 
from 26 states. Many of the athletes 
competed in events that ran over a six-day 
period and included disciplines such as 
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, Double Trap, 
Handicap Trap and Skeet Doubles. All 
of the events were 200 targets except for 
Skeet Doubles (100).

The Skeet Doubles Competition was 
highlighted by competitors coming back 
and shooting 50 more targets on the last 
day if their score (out of the first 100) 
ended with a 7, 8 or 9. The athlete with 
the highest number of targets broken of 
the 50 won a Beretta A400 Xplor Action 
12 gauge, compliments of Beretta USA!!

The SCTP along with CZ-USA, SKB, 
Shamrock Leathers and Zanders Sporting 
Goods (NobelSport Ammunition) 
sponsored two “Last Competitor Standing” 
competitions. These competitions saw 
880+ athletes shooting for prizes including 
guns, ammo and leather shooting bags, 
compliments of our sponsors!

This year’s games and festivities 
included the ever-popular “Make A Break” 
sponsored by Top Gun Shooting Sports. 
Many prizes including guns and ammo 
were given away to the winners of this 
great event! Wednesday evening was the 
opening ceremonies where all the states’ 
teams were presented much like Olympic-
style games. All athletes, families and 
coaches were given free sodas and burgers 
that evening as well.

Thursday evening was the awards 
ceremonies for Skeet and Sporting Clays 

along with newly-added Handicap Trap 
and Double Trap. Again, all athletes, 
families and coaches were treated to free 
pizza and soda compliments of Hodgdon, 
MEC Shooting Sports, Zanders Sporting 
Goods and Downrange Manufacturing; 
500+ pizzas were given away at this event. 
Now that’s a lot of pizza! Thursday’s 
festivities also included a visit from our 
biggest sponsor and supporter, Brenda & 
Larry Potterfield, owners and founders of 
MidwayUSA! We want to thank them for 
their continued generosity and support of 
the SCTP!!

Friday nights’ “Last Competitor 
Standing” competition was kicked off 
with the “Ice Cream Social” sponsored by 
Beretta USA. Again, all athletes, families 
and coaches were treated to their favorite 
homemade chocolate or vanilla ice cream 
free of charge, compliments of Beretta 
USA!

Your hard-working SCTP staff including 
Administrative Coordinator Amanda 

Wondrash, Director of Development Scott 
Moniot, Regional Field Representatives 
Chet Tuinstra and Hank Garvey, along with 
SCTP National Director and Tournament 
Director, Tom Wondrash, and event staff 
including Donna Moniot, April Carr, Gene 
Roeder, Adam Tuinstra, Rebekah, Sarah 
and Alice Lowen, want to thank all of you 
and all of our sponsors for making this 
year’s national championships the best 
they could be!

If you have not had a chance to take part 
in the SCTP’s National Championships in 
either Sparta, Illinois (for the American 
disciplines) or Colorado Springs, Colorado 
(for the International disciplines), we 
certainly encourage you to attend and 
give it a try! If you are a returning athlete, 
parent or coach, as always . . . Thank You! 
We look forward to seeing you at future 
events and please check out our website at 
www.sssfonline.com!

Pull...BANG!    Pull...BANG!

Pull..BANG!
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National

Team

Championships

Pull..BANG!
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Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Program Director

Email: twpndrash@sssfonline.com

www.sssfonline.com



-- Perfect for club and junior training --

FLINCH? Watch it disappear
by practicing 15 minutes  a day

Christmas 
Discounts!
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Practice Shooting Clays At Home
By: Phillip Barrus (16)

Junior Shooters never ceases to amaze me with the products you get a hold of and the 
Robert Louis Laser Shooter is no different. This laser shooter is truly amazing in many ways. 
For starters, the Robert Louis System is a great method of indoor practice! During winter, 
going out to the shooting range or a gun club just to practice is a daunting task due to weather 
alone, not to mention hunting season is coming to a close and we all want to spend as much 
time as we can in a duck blind. Well, the Robert Louis system is a great solution! This system 
allows you to truly practice like you would out at a gun club without leaving the comforts of 
your own home. It focuses on mount, swing, fire, lead, follow-through, and many other great 
shooting habits you have to master to become a consistently good shooter.

 Another great benefit this system offers is the amount of money you save in practice. 
Everyone knows that shooting sports take money for shells, tickets, transportation, and 
equipment. But with the Robert Louis Laser Shooter, all those costs are eliminated! No 
shells required, no practice tickets, and no transportation costs. All you need is a shotgun and 
the Robert Louis Laser Shooting system. It’s a great money saver and a phenomenal practice 
tool.

This product is also great for new shooters. The system allows new shooters to get the feel 
for their gun and lets them practice before they go to the shooting range. New shooters can 
be sensitive to recoil, and with this system there is no recoil because it is shooting a laser, not 
a shell. Also, new shooters sometimes have bad shooting techniques because of the lack of 
experience. Using this it can fix those before they ever set foot on a shooting range. If I had 
a new shooter who I was coaching, I would recommend this system.

Not only is the Laser Shooter great for new shooters, it’s also good practice for the 
experienced. I found the system to be helpful and a good way to see where I was shooting. 
With the easy to see lasers, it’s great for checking where your gun shoots and making sure 
you stay on target even when you aren’t out shooting.

After using it, I could see how people would think that this laser system will save so much 
time and money that they will want to quit shooting at gun clubs. And while it will save you 
time and money, it can’t replace the shooting range. It is a great tool and I was very impressed 
with it after testing it for several months, but it’s not going to replace gun clubs. So don’t go 
and buy this product and quit shooting at the range; that’s not what it’s for. 

It is a great tool and one I think would be very beneficial to everyone, whether you’ve been 
shooting for years or are just getting started. I enjoyed using it. 

Thanks again Andy and Junior Shooters magazine for another opportunity to test and 
review firearms and practice systems. Shoot straight! 

 
The “Ultimate Practice Shooting System for Shotgun Shooters” is composed of four 

components plus your shotgun: the LASERSHOOTER, the LASERPRO, the WOBBLER, 
and the BANNER. 

The Ultimate Practice Shooting System
for Shotgun Shooters
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Phillip is an excellent 
trap and skeet shooter 
as well as an avid bird 
hunter.

LASERSHOOTER 
This allows shooters to check the accuracy of their gun fit, improve 

gun-mount technique and practice gun swing. The LaserShooter fits 
into the muzzle of a shotgun and centers itself perfectly to ensure 
continuous, accurate alignment from gun to target. The LaserShooter 
comes in 4 gauge sizes (12, 20, 28 and 410) which are usable for 
all gauges, from 10 gauge to 410) and 2 colors:  an Ultra Brite Red 
Laser and a Super Brite Green Laser.  Both LaserShooters can be 
used indoors, in poor ambient conditions and outside, but the Green 
LaserShooter is considerably brighter. For two shooters interested in 
practicing competitive shooting together, it is best for one person to 
use the Red LaserShooter and another the Green LaserShooter so it 
is easier to distinguish who is closest to the target.

LASERPRO (WHITE LIGHTNING) 
MOVING TARGET PROJECTOR 

Shooters to practice and perfect their gun swing for different target 
types and methods of shooting.  The LaserPro projects one or two 
moving targets in a straight line across a wall. With the LaserShooter 
in the muzzle of your shotgun, you can practice your mount, lead, 
swing, fire and follow through repeatedly. The LaserPro provides the 
constant repetition needed to perfect your shooting skills.

WOBBLER 
This is an oscillating mechanism that moves an attached LaserPro 

back and forth to duplicate real life Sporting Clays and Trap targets. 
Used alone, the LaserPro projects straight line targets; used with the 
Wobbler, the LaserPro projects real-life targets that arch and move 
in unpredictable patterns.

SKEET and TRAP RANGE BANNER 
The banner is great for practicing your skeet or trap shooting as 

though you were on an actual range. Flexible, lightweight, and easy 
to roll up, the banner can be hung on any wall with the sturdy brass 
grommets.   The LaserPro can easily be adjusted so that the laser 
light appears to “fire” from the high and low skeet houses or from 
the trap house.

Editor’s note: Robert Louis Company also has specific 
laser training systems for rifle and pistol as well as 3-Gun. 
Check them out at www.shotguncombogauge.com.



Bear Archery & Whitetail
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By Ty Weaver (19)

Ty in his 
treestand where 
he took his shot.
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To say that I am excited to be a part of the 
Bear Archery Team is an understatement! 
Trophy Ridge Accessories and Rocket 
Broadheads are also Bear companies. I have 
always been a huge fan of the legendary 
Fred Bear. Every time I carry my gear to the 
field I truly feel like I am walking among 
legends!

Like it was yesterday, I remember when 
I was first invited to join the Bear Archery 
Team. They sent me a Motive 6 the day 
before the Annual Pop-up 3D shoot in the 
Alamodome. With the React sight installed, I 
had just enough time to take a dozen shots in 
the backyard before making the drive to San 
Antonio. It was love at first shot! Smooth, 
fast, quiet and zero hand shock. I qualified 
the first day in San Antonio and earned 
one of the top 10 spots for the shoot-off on 
Sunday. I had the Bear bow set up for hunting 
with Carbon Express PileDriver arrows with 
screw-in field points. Absolutely no target 
gear whatsoever, so in my mind reaching the 
finals was a major accomplishment amongst 
all the target shooting pros! 

My confidence continued to solidify after 
every shot and before I knew it I was in the 
second seat shooting for the win! Dad was 
so nervous that he left the dome and stood 
out in the hall! His nerves would not let him 
watch! I had to text him to tell him that I 
won the shoot! I returned to the Alamodome 
the following season with my Bear Agenda 
6 hunting rig and placed second in the same 
shoot! I’m not bragging here, I am simply 
saying that anyone who wants to improve 
their archery shot needs to shoot a Bear 
bow! They are remarkably forgiving! But 
now it was time to test this bow in the field.

Dad and I were out in West Texas at 
our hunting lease with a few friends. It is 
situated out near Sonora. The terrain is thick 
with cedar, live oak and cactus. Several steep 
draws meander through the property. The 
first morning, dad and I sat in a ground blind 
and noticed several bucks feeding under a 
huge live oak tree. After the morning hunt, 
we walked to the live oak and noticed that 
its huge limbs made it easy to climb and also 
acted as a natural elevated perch for both of 
us. We didn’t have to trim a single branch! 
We were super excited about this natural 
set-up. We hoped that the nice 8-point that 
we spotted feeding under the live oak would 
show up this evening.

We went back to the camp to fill our bellies, 
take a few practice shots with the Bear, and 
shower with Dead Down Wind products. My 

Carbon Express PileDriver shafts fletched 
with Goat Tuff Opti-Vanes and tipped with 
Dead Ringer broadheads were flying great 
and hitting true on the practice target.

Dad and I climbed into the big live oak 
ready for action! I was sitting on a huge 
limb and dad was sitting slightly higher and 
behind me with the video camera ready. 
While sitting, I drew my bow several times 
to make sure I was comfortable. Luckily 
for me, the Agenda 6 draws very smoothly 
which gives me flexibility in my set-ups. 
Within minutes deer were coming out of the 
steep draw. As the afternoon rolled on, I felt 
a cold chilling wisp of air on the back of my 
neck signaling prime time! Sure enough I 
spotted a nice buck in a clearing about 300 
yards away. My Alpen binoculars confirmed 
that it was the big 8-point, but at a long way 

Ty with his whitetail and Motive 6 bow.

The “HIDE!”
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off. Luckily the acorns from the big oak along with Buck Draw from In Sights pulled the buck right to me! As soon as that buck plunged 
his face into the Buck Draw, from a sitting position I easily drew the Agenda 6 with my Equalizer release. I squeezed the release trigger and 
the PileDriver sailed through the buck. This bow is so quiet yet fast that the buck never reacted to the shot until the arrow passed through 
him! He kicked high, staggered 30 yards and went down! The Dead Ringer worked its magic! We hopped out of the tree and sprinted to the 
buck! He is not a world record, but a nice buck. One great lesson learned during this hunt; don’t be afraid to reposition your set-up when 
deer movement dictates a pattern. The “pattern” may not last long, but you can always use products like Buck Draw to extend the pattern!

A few weeks later, we were invited to a friend’s property to hunt whitetail. His ranch was beyond beautiful and loaded with food plots, but 
unfortunately it was not set up for bow hunting. We arrived at the ranch just as it was getting dark. We decided to get up super early and set 
up a pop-up ground blind at the edge of a food plot close to a deer trail and hope for the best. I will be honest; I am not a fan of hunting from 
a pop-up ground blind unless they are brushed-in super heavy. So, super heavy brushing-in we did by hauling cedar branches with us versus 
cutting them at the location to minimize noise at 4:00 a.m.! I must say that the blind looked very concealed via flashlight, but my confidence 
was not boiling over. We applied our Dead Down Wind Field Spray and settled in. 

I had no idea what to expect nor did I have any idea of the quantity or quality of the deer on this ranch. As soon as dark started turning to day, 
I could see a few deer entering the food plot. As soon as one deer found the Buck Draw, it was on! Every deer that entered the food plot made 
its way to the Buck Draw including a beautiful 9-point. I hooked my Equalizer on the string and started raising my bow when all of a sudden 
dad grabbed my arm to stop me. He pointed out a small crack in the side window panel. I had to lean back to look out. I couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing! It was for sure the largest deer I have ever seen while hunting! He was feeding in the food plot for an hour well out of range 
and then, like on cue he headed for the Buck Draw. I was so focused on him that I didn’t notice a doe staring right at me. She stomped at my 
movement and Mr. Tines stopped at 35 yards but his vitals were exposed. I knew it was now or never. Thank goodness the Agenda 6 is so 
smooth to draw and I prayed that the doe would not spook while I was drawing. The bow set perfect with the React Sight Pin in the peep and 
on the vitals. The PileDriver exited 
the buck’s vitals and is probably still 
flying to this day! It passed through 
with ease! With my heart beating out 
of my chest and onto the blind floor, 
I watched the biggest buck of my 
hunting days crash just 40 yards from 
where my arrow hit its mark! We tried 
to remain silent and still, we tried, we 
really tried, but how do you contain 
yourself after this experience? Dad 
made me watch the buck with the 
Alpen binoculars for thirty minutes 
before we approached. The 75-yard 
sneak to that monster felt like a mile! 
Quiet was over as soon as my hands 
touched those antlers!

Did I mention how excited and 
fortunate I am to be part of the Bear 
Archery Team? I love this bow!

Stay tuned for my next article when 
we hunt Cape buffalo with the Motive 
6! “Black Death with a Black Bear.”  

Bow, arrow, water, and snacks - just what 
you need on a hunt.

Ty and his second whitetail with the 
Motive 6.

“Every kid is waiting to
be invited outdoors.

Ask them!”
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No Modification Required

Buy Now At www.theshootersbox.com
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A few years back, we received the prototype of the Just Right Carbine. The 
prototype was a little heavy, had some problems with accuracy, and some blowback 
issues. The new model Just Right Carbine is FANTASTIC! Exceptional accuracy 
out to 100 yards – we were breaking clays at that distance with almost every shot. 
It operated close to perfect. We only had two jams out of the first 500 rounds shot 
right out of the box. It functioned equally well with Black Hills Ammunition 9mm 
115 grain JHP and my handloads using 115 grain 9mm FMJ from Zero Bullets and 
Hodgdon Universal powder.

The JR Carbine is an ambidextrous, straight blowback-operated, semi-automatic, 
pistol-caliber carbine with telescoping 6-position collapsible buttstock and free-
floating quad rail forend.

Once some of the staff shot it, we had a few of the juniors try it out and see what 
they thought. Here are some of their comments.

Jessica Brown (16) At first glance, the Just Right semi-automatic pistol-caliber 
carbine looks the part of an AR variant, and though it shares many features of the AR 
platform, in fact it has a very different design. The JR Carbine weighs 6.5 pounds 
with a 16-1/4-inch barrel making it lightweight and compact. The JR Carbine also 
has a Picatinny rail, an ambidextrous charging handle, and uses Glock magazines 
which in my opinion is brilliant!☺

For those of you familiarized with the standard AR platform, the mag release will 
be something you have to adjust for since it is located on the left-hand-side magazine 
well instead of the right. Dave Furney, our gunsmith, also did some gunsmithing on 
the JR as well as fitted it with a C-MORE red dot. The Just Right Carbine was a fun 
rifle to shoot and I can’t wait to shoot with it some more. With any luck, this next 
year I will be putting the JR Carbine to the test in beast mode (aka trooper) at the 
MGM Ironman.☺

Wyatt Irish (15) Very recently I had an opportunity to shoot the Just Right 9mm 
carbine with a C-MORE red dot using Black Hills 9mm,115 grain JHP +P ammo. 
First off, I would like to state that it is one of the more comfortable, well set up 

Jessica 
shooting her 
groups off-
hand showing 
excellent 
3-Gun stance 
and hand 
position.

Ricky getting ready to shoot his off-
hand groups - notice finger off the 
trigger.

Wyatt kneeling to shoot groups. 
Everyone shot using the C-More red 
dot which combined with the inherent 
accuracy of the Just Right Carbine 
worked extremely well.

The 
Just 

Right 
Carbine

By: Andy Fink 
with Jessica 
Brown (16), 
Wyatt Irish 

(15) and Ricky 
Marston (14)
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that can still be seen in every firearm we produce. the colt Gold cup® gives competitive 
shooters a gun they can take directly from the dealer’s showcase to the firing line.
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carbines that I have shot. I thought 
the trigger was very smooth and light, 
easy for rapidly finding and shooting 
targets at a fast pace. It also had low 
recoil reducing the animalistic urge to 
jerk the trigger and decrease accuracy. 
I also liked the sight; although 
somewhat low to my eye, it was very 
comfortable and easy to get on target 
with.

The only complaint I have was that 
I had two jams that were light hits. 
However, this incident did not occur 
with any of the other shooters. Overall, 
I think it is an excellent carbine and 
lots of fun to shoot.

Ricky Marston (14) The Just Right 
Carbine shoots 9mm projectiles and 
has a 16-inch barrel. The carbine felt 
perfect to me because it has a stock 
and pistol grip like an AR-15. The 
magazine release is on the left-hand 
side of the firearm. The only problem 
with the magazine release is that a 
right-handed shooter would have to 
change the magazine with his left 
hand instead of with his right hand 
to hit the mag release. Also, the Just 
Right Carbine works off of Glock 
17/34 magazines (way cool) and has 
a C-MORE red dot sight on the rail 
of the carbine. I think this gun shoots 
very well. My grouping with the Just 
Right Carbine was the size of a 3-inch 
circle; it shoots great, and oh what 
fun! I would certainly recommend the 
Just Right Carbine. 

The Just Right 
Carbine is 
accurate, effective, 
functions well 
and uses GLOCK 
magazines.

Each shooter 
shot a 17 rounds. 
All shooters 
except Wyatt 
shot standing 
in the off-hand 
position. Shots 
were made fast. 
You can’t ask for 
better!

PERFORMANCE
BREAKTHROUGH® eliminates 
more residue than most leading 
gun cleaners for optimal  rearm
performance, safety, and usability.

BREAKTHROUGH® provides a 
non-carcinogenic and low-irritation 
risk solution for maximized 
 rearms clean and safety.

BREAKTHROUGH® is virtually 
odorless and contains no hazardous 
waste materials.

Kind to your  rearms, your family, and 
your environment! 

WWW.BREAKTHROUGHCLEAN.COM
Breakthrough® is a registered trademark
of Inland Technology incorporated.

USER-FRIENDLY

ECO-FRIENDLY



Gun Safety 
Stick - pistol

Gun Safety 
Stick - rifle

Safety Flags
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By: A
nd

y F
ink

When safety rules are broken disasters can 
happen! We should make sure that standard safety 
rules are adhered to when handling firearms. Such 
rules include:

• The gun is always loaded. (If you always 
treat a firearm as if it was loaded, then when 
handling a firearm you will be more inclined 
to insure the muzzle is not pointed at anyone, 
including yourself.)

• Never point a gun at anyone. (Muzzle 
control at all times.)

• Always know your target and what is 
behind it. (The gun is pointed down-range and 
when fired the bullet cannot go beyond the berm/
barrier. If it does, there is still a cleared area.)

• When these rules are followed, it will 
minimize any damage if an accidental discharge 
occurs insuring your safety and that of others. 
However, the use of a chamber safety flag will 
further reduce accidents, hopefully eliminating 
them.

Almost all firearms sold by manufacturers today 
are sold with a safety flag. That is encouraging. 
The discouraging part is that these flags are 
usually not used and many are lost. Safety flags 
should be used all of the time unless actually 
shooting.

• When stored. When you take a firearm 
out of the safe to show someone, put it in a gun 
case, or clean it, you can immediately see the flag 
and know it is safe.

• When put in the gun case. (When a gun is 
taken out of the case there should be a flag in the 
chamber.)

• At the range. A chamber safety flag 
should be inserted into the chamber immediately 
after shooting. This means that long guns (rifles 
and shotguns) should have a safety flag in them 

  SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY  

SAFETY

  SAFELERT 
Safe Security System: Safe Security 

System: SAFELERT is the newest 
innovation in smart devices to help monitor 
your safe. This compact, battery-powered 
monitoring device is easily installed inside 
your safe using your wi-fi system. When 
your safe’s conditions change (movement, 
rise in temperature, humidity level, door 
opening, etc.), Safelert detects and sends 
alerts (via texts or emails) directly to you. 
www.libertysafe.com.  



Chamber View Shotgun Flag

Personalized Safety Flags
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when they are in the rack.
Three types of flags are going to 

be discussed in this article though 
Brownells carries a wide variety of 
different types of flags. 

Chamber View from Brownells 
(100-015-301WB): The Chamber View 
3-Gun Safety Kit allows the competitor 
to easily show that the firearms are 
open and unloaded. It enhances the 
safety of the shooter by aiding against 
accidental closings of the action. It also 
helps preserve firearm performance by 
preventing elements from contaminating 
the ejection port, magazine, and barrel. 
Made of ultra-durable silicone in highly 
visible Hunter Orange. The one shown 
in the photograph is for the shotgun and 
works extremely well. www.brownells.
com

Gun Safety Stick – functional: This 
flag, when the side piece is installed, 
makes it very obvious there is not a 
round in the chamber; the end also comes 
out of the barrel by a couple of inches. 
When the side piece is removed, the flag 
is inserted all the way in the barrel. The 
end sticks out and the larger end fits 
firmly inside the chamber. It is sized to 
specific calibers. You now have a safe, 
firearm where the bolt and action of the 
gun can be manipulated for training, but 
no rounds can be mistakenly placed in 
the chamber. This is extremely helpful 
for practice drills and all sorts of training. 
It is currently available in the following: 
Rifle - .22, 5.56/223, 762x39, .307, .300 
Blackout. They are all 24 inches (special 
orders when needed up to 34 inches 
long). Handgun comes in .22, 380/9mm, 
.40 cal, .45 cal.  These are 7 inches long. 
More calibers are in the works. The Gun 
Safety Stick is manufactured by U.S. 
Training and Safety Solutions, LLC. 
www.ustrainingandsafetysolutions.

  SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY    SAFETY  

com. MSRP: shotgun coming soon, Rifle $9.00, Pistol $7.00. You can order at 
HAWKTECHARMS.COM OR LIONHEARTINC.US 208-608-5000.

Personalized Safety Flags – Making safety flags “cool” is a great incentive for 
people to use them. Junior Shooters magazine is a huge proponent of using safety 
flags. These flags from Sterling White are fully functional and the large fabric that 
is personalized really stands out. They are effective and fun. They are also “Way 
Cool!” Contact: Sterling White CONTACT INFO: http://www.plugrusa.com  951-
966-9841.

Get your junior some safety flags!



Gun Mount and Remote Pressure
Switches Available.

• Max Output: up to 310 lumens
• Runtime: (2.5 Hours)
• Battery: Two 123A Lithium 
• Length: 5 inches

WORLD CLASS
TACTICAL ILLUMINATION

PRODUCTS
Tactical Touch® Flashlight

Designed with

Tactical Blue Dot® Switch

BD-198-MH-2C

WWW.BRITE-STRIKE.COM

VISIT US AT:
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CERAKOTE 

www.dinggocoatings.com
208-867-4295
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BUILDING  A  CUSTOM MSR
By: Ricky Marston (13) and Cameron Burke (15)

Have you ever built your own firearm? Well, not manufacture one, but put one together from all of the components? The Modern Sporting 
Rifle (MSR, widely known as an AR-15) is built around a lower receiver. This is the piece that has the serial number and is originally 
purchased through a licensed Federal firearms dealer where the purchaser must go through the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS.) There are a huge number of MSR lower manufacturers as well as all of the other pieces and parts that it takes to 
build a finished MSR.

It is very rewarding to see juniors who want to understand the inner mysteries of a firearm; how it works and is put together. Those 
juniors who put together their own MSR have an additional respect for it, know how to clean and maintain it, and feel a real sense of 
accomplishment. In this article we have two juniors that accomplished this in 2014. 

Ricky 
working 
on his 
forearm.

Ricky testing out his new MSR .223.

Ricky 
completed 
lower.

My name is Ricky Marston. I am 13 years old and I am from Idaho, 
born and raised. I recently had the opportunity to build my very own 
Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR.) I am also going to have the opportunity to 
compete in the 2014 MGM Ironman (competed in June 2014) in Parma, 
Idaho. I am getting ahead of myself; let me start from the beginning.

I had been training for the 2014 MGM Ironman last fall and this spring. 
I began to have some minor problems with the AR that I was using. 
On one of the Saturday trainings, I got a round stuck in the chamber 
pretty badly. It was so jammed in there that we had to have one of the 
gunsmiths from AM-TAC unscrew the barrel and barrel extension to get 
out the stuck round. When my dad picked up the gun from Dave Furney, 
the gunsmith for Junior Shooters Magazine’s 3-Gun team, he asked my dad what he thought about me building my very own MSR. My dad 
said he would talk to me about it when he got home. He knew I would be pretty stoked about it, but he wanted me to make that decision. 

When my dad got home, he talked to me about it and I was very, very, very excited about the thought of building my very own AR-15. 
I was practically jumping up and down. I called Dave about how to go about getting all the parts to begin building my new gun. He said 
that Andy and he had everything there, but I could pick up my own stock, grip and an enhanced trigger guard if I wanted to. He would 
take care of the rest. The lower receiver would take a little longer to come in from the original order. I was so excited that I called Dave 
every day, four days in a row, asking if the lower receiver was in yet. Finally the receiver came in and I set up a date with Dave to put the 
pieces and parts together. I couldn’t wait! 

The day finally came and I met Dave at his house so we could put everything together. We started with the Stag Arms lower receiver. We 
put on my Magpul stock and grip. Then Dave told me I had to do everything else by myself while he supervised and checked everything 
step-by-step. I put in the CMC drop-in trigger group and put in the pins. We added the ODIN Works extended magazine release and 
finished with the lower and started with the upper receiver. I had to put on the .223 Wylde barrel and tighten it down with the barrel nut. 
Dave checked the nut to make sure it had the right torque and that it wouldn’t come loose. When the barrel was on, I slipped on the 15.5-
inch ODIN Works free-float forend over the top of it. We put Loctite on all the nuts and screws on the whole gun. When the gun was 
finished, I was so excited that I had finally built my very own 3-Gun competition rifle! Did I mention that I built my very own gun?  Of 
course, with the supervision of Dave, but my very own! I would not have been able to build this gun or compete in 3-Gun without the 
help of all the Junior Shooters team sponsors. Because of their kindness and generosity I was able to have the greatest experience of my 
13 years! I cannot say thank you enough to Stag Arms, ODIN Works, AM-TAC, Warne scope mounts, HawkTech Arms, Brownells, and 
CMC triggers! The list goes on and on! I can’t say enough about what an awesome experience this was! The only thing better is actually 
getting to shoot my very own, built-by-me gun in the 2014 MGM Ironman!

RICKY

CAMERONRicky’s MSR parts. Lower receiver, barrel, upper 
receiver and bolt assembly group from STAG Arms, 
forearm from ODIN Works.



57Volume 19 WINTER 2014

Cam shooting his custom MSR 
.223 in the 2014 MGM Ironman.

BUILDING  A  CUSTOM MSR

Cam 
working 
his lower 
under 
Dave’s 
guidance.

Dave and Cam with completed MSR.

My old competition rifle was having problems with malfunctioning and problems with 
accuracy, so I built a new Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR) with the help of Junior Shooters 
Magazine’s team gunsmith, Dave. My parts of choice were, an ODIN Works rail and gas 
block system; the rail is super lightweight and smooth feeling. Good rifles need good barrels, 
so I chose AM-TAC’s 16-inch barrel with a 1-in-8 twist to improve accuracy. For my upper 
and lower receiver, I bought Spike’s Tactical Hellbreaker. I went with the Hellbreaker 
because who wouldn’t want a high performing receiver that also has eyes and teeth! In this 
year’s Ironman competition I entered into the limited class, so for my optic I decided to try 
out the Aimpoint Micro Mount on top of a Daniel Defense lower third mount.

With the kind and patient help of our gunsmith, Dave, my new competition rifle came 
together like a perfect puzzle. This rifle was the first rifle I have ever built, so I was very 
excited when Dave said he would help me build it. For my first build, I think I did fairly well 
building it. Building an MSR, or AR-15, was not as hard as I had thought it would be. In 
fact, it was a lot of fun. Building a rifle is way better than playing video games or something, 
although it probably wouldn’t have been so fun if Dave was not there to assist me. In the 
end, the MSR build came out great and I cannot wait to shoot it. Thanks to Junior Shooters 
Magazine’s program, I can do things like this with the help of a great gunsmith, and get all 
the parts I need through our great sponsors such as Brownells, Daniel Defense and ODIN 
Works.

Editor’s note: A special thanks go to manufacturers 
that sponsor and provide discounts to our juniors and 
their parents for such efforts including: Brownells, 
ODIN Works, Stag Arms, Samson, and Seekins.

CAMERON
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ThermaCELL Heated Insoles

• Rechargeable. 
• Uses high-tech wireless thermal 

technology.
• Charge lasts up to 5 hours of 

constant use (on medium heat 
setting).

• Powered by rechargeable, built-
in lithium-ion polymer batteries. 

• Adjustable to three temperature 
settings. 

• Can be recharged at least 
500 times using the included 
charger.

• Recharges in 4 hours or less.

Switchview

Switchview: The Switchview from MGM Targets is perfect 
for variable scopes, especially those used in 3-Gun matches 
where time and accuracy are everything. The MGM Eagle 
Eye Switchview Universal functions exactly the same as the 
alloy model except is injection-molded of a polymer, specially 
developed for the MGM Eagle Eye Switchview. Designed 
to fit any scope, perform reliably and enhance your shooting 
experience, all at a very economical price.

www.mgmswitchview.com

Secur Sun Charger

Secur Sun Charger: This portable cell phone charger is 
the perfect solution for charging digital devices on the go 
– charge cell phones, smart phones, tablets, MP3 players, 
GPS, cameras, or any USB devices. Includes built-in USB 
and micro USB cables so you never need to worry about 
forgetting your charging cable. Dual USB ports including 
USB 2.0 for charging IPADs or charging two devices at once. 
MSRP: $59.00.00. It actually seemed to charge cell phones 
and IPADs faster than normal during our testing. This is a 
must have for the outdoorsman. www.secureproducts.com

Cold toes? – use this product. This 
foot warmer offers convenient remote 
operation, no wires or external batteries, 
and at least 2,500 hours of toasty heat to 
warm cold feet for about four winters of 
heavy use: www.heat.thermacell.com.
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Shooter’s Choice
Shooter’s Choice: Shooter’s Choice has some of the best cleaning and 

lubricating products you can find anywhere. Every product we’ve used 
has been very effective. Over the years, they have become a name you 
can trust for bore cleaners, degreasers, lubricants, corrosion inhibitors 
and cleaning kits. www.shooters-choice.com

MR BEAMS Mini Safe Lights
This nifty light is motion sensing so you never need to fumble for a 

switch in the dark. As long as you are moving in the sensor’s zone the 
light stays on. After about 12 seconds of no movement the light goes 
out. No need to climb in the safe and close the door to test it. Take my 
word for it. 12 seconds of no movement. 

The light output is a whopping 15 Lumens which sounds inadequate 
but again, trust me, it provides enough to see clearly. [The instructions 
say the light coverage is 10 sq.ft.]The photos don’t really do it justice 
but once again, trust me …its cool!  

Power comes from the 4xAAA batteries that you supply. Check it 
out at www.mrbeams.com

LaserMax 10/22 Laser

This LaserMax laser is designed to work 
exclusively with Ruger 10/22 Rifle models featuring 
a barrel band. The bright red 635 nm continuous-
wave laser is visible out to 100 yards in good lighting 
conditions and is pre-aligned at 25 yards, but easily 
can be adjusted for windage and elevation when 
necessary. www.lasermax.com
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Fastfire Fire Starter

Fastfire Fire Starter: SOLKOA Survival 
Systems Fastfire Fire Starting Kit is one of 
the most reliable systems for starting fires 
currently on the market. It consists of four 
individually wrapped Fastfire cubes and 
one Faststrike tool. 

www.fast-fire.com

Firearms Guide
5th Edition

Firearms Guide – 5th Edition: An 
extensive firearms, ammunition and air 
guns reference guide and gun schematics 
library on DVD for Windows PC with 
more than 59,000 guns and ammo, and 
over 4,850 gun schematics. 

www.firearmsguide.com.

DPM 
Systems
Recoil 

Springs

DPM System GLOCK, 
Walther, Beretta, Sig Sauer, 
FN, and more – just about 
any popular handgun brand 
there is can use some 
adjustment on their recoil 
springs. DPMS Systems 
makes some outstanding 
recoil reduction springs. 
You might want to check 
them out at 
www.dpmsystemsusa.com.
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LEATHERMAN
Cool Stuff!

Leatherman Cool Products – Leatherman 
produces really great multi-tools and has 
for years. They have now have wallet tools, 
lights and a number of other products. Four 
cool products that would make excellent 
holiday gifts are The Neo Standard Light 
in pink, The Charge High-End Multi-Tool 
(junior or adult), The Leap – a great junior 
gift and very reasonably priced, and the 
Leatherman 5 which is a great tool for the 
wallet. www.leatherman.com.

Liberty Ammo
Lead-free ammo for self-defense 

and hunting; this ammo is accurate and 
reliable. We didn’t have any jams with 
over 150 rounds of various calibers 
and firearms. Hunting rounds are .223 
caliber. Self-defense rounds are .357 
Magnum, .38 Special, .380 auto, .40 
S&W, .45 ACP, and 9mm. Check them 
out at www.libertyammo.com.

REACTOR
Gryphon Watch

Reactor watches are strong, 
dependable, and not only general 
purpose, but made for the outdoors. It 
is very easy to set up-just follow the 
manufacturers directions. It is really 
easy to read with bad eyes and under 
water. 200-meter water resistant-solid 
steel stainless core. MSRP is $349.95. 
www.watchco.com.
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Camouflage Your Gear

DingGo’s Coatings – Camouflage 
Your Gear: Ding-Go’s Coatings can 
apply Cerakote to just about anything. 
Paul is very meticulous and careful, 
and the quality of work he produces 
is just the best out there. I decided not 
only to have a couple of pistols done 
in the same camouflage Cerakote 
as my long-range Rock River .308, 
but also a bunch of other gear. This 
included fabric, black Kydex and the 
3-Gun competition rig I normally 
use. www.dinggocoatings.com.   

Outstanding 
Cerakote

Blade-tech competition belt, 
magazine pouches and holster, 
Brownells California Competition 
shotgun shell holders, Surefire 
flashlight, and GLOCK 22 .40 S&W - 
Andy’s 3-Gun gear.

Hatchet, 
GLOCK 22, 
knife, and Ontario 
survival knife.

Beta Mag, GLOCK 22 magazine, 
MSR magazine, Brownells magazine 
coupler, and Surefire flashlight.

Two knives completely 
cerakoted and a little 
camouflage added to a 
standard desert tan pouch.

Blade-Tech thigh holster for a 
1911. This was originally all black 
and Paul did a wonderful job with 
the cerakote camouflage!

GLOCK 22 .40 S&W, SIG SAUER 
P226 9mm slide on gun with a separate 
.22 LR slide and .22 magazine.
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Brownells Has It All!

Ergo Grip Rail Covers 573-000-071WB: Ergo 
Grip Slim-Line rail covers are designed to fully 
cover Picatinny rails with the lowest, easiest-
to-grip profile possible. They also can be cut to 
size. Shown here with a Daniel Defense DM4 
.556 MSR with a Traditions tactical scope.  

Ergo Grips - Rail Covers

Breakthrough’s Small 
Bottle Cleaner

Brite-Strike 
Flashers

Breakthrough’s 
Small Bottle Cleaner: 
Breakthrough, an 
outstanding firearms 
cleaner covered in the 
last issue has come out 
with a small-size bottle 
that fits perfectly in 
Magpul’s ACS carbine 
stock. The patented ACS 
stock (Adaptable Carbine/
Storage) is a drop-in 
replacement buttstock for 
any Modern Sporting Rifle (MSR – AR-15). Check out both of 
them: www.breakthroughclean.com and www.magpul.com. 

Brite-Strike Flashers 
– Brite-Strike flashers 
are great when 
out camping or in 
emergency situations. 
The flasher is bright 
and comes in a variety 
of colors. Keep one 
in your day pack, at 
camp, and in your gun 
bag. Check them out at 
www.brite-strike.com. 

Auto Emergency Kit

Brownells Auto Emergency 
Kit 100014171: Every family 
needs an auto emergency kit. 
As your kids grow and start 
driving themselves, they need 
to have one in their own car 
and know how to use it. I 
have looked at many but the 
this one from Brownells is 
very good. 

Brownells 1911 Capture Tool
Brownells: 1911 Auto Plug Capture Tool 100011039: This 

handy bushing wrench automatically captures the recoil plug when 
disassembling a 1911. It is made of molded polymer. The Plug 
Capture Tool (PCT) helps you quickly remove the barrel bushing 
without losing control of the recoil plug. It engages the bushing at 
the three o’clock position and then rotates to the six o’clock position 
to fully cover the recoil plug. Eliminates the need to align flanges 
or shields. Ergonomic design makes it easy to use and lightweight 
polymer construction won’t mar the gun’s finish.

WWW.BROWNELLS.COM 
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Brownells ESG Essentials Gun Bag Kit 080001113a: 
Many of us have an emergency bag in case of a disaster. One 
of the best I have seen is Brownells ESG Essentials Kit. It has 
just about everything you need in any situation except food 
and water – just add them in. 

The Emergency Gun Bag contains the supplies required to 
help keep both you and your firearm working in an emergency 
situation, all packaged into one easy-to-carry bag that saves 
you money over purchasing all the items separately.

For your gun, the bag contains a Universal Cleaning Kit, 
weapon wipes, two 20-round AR-15 magazines, and a Burris 
lens pen to keep your optic clean. Just add some ammunition 
in the appropriate caliber.

For you, the bag contains everything – except food – 
that’s required to survive a long-term emergency: Water 
purification, fire-making supplies, shelter-building tools and 
materials, first-aid supplies, emergency lighting and more.

Just add some long-term storage food and ammo in the 
caliber of your choice, and you’ve got a completely-prepared 
bag that you can grab and go with in any emergency. Check 
it out at www.brownells.com.

Kit Includes:
• Remington Universal Cleaning Kit
• Break Free Weapon Wipes, 24 Pack
• Ontario Survival Knife
• Burris Lens Pen
• 2 Brownells 20rd Magazines
• ASP Airweight Baton
• Top Cop .68oz Spray

ESG Essentials 
Emergency Gun Bag Kit

• E.A.R. Ultra-Fit Ear Plugs, Corded w/Case
• Brownells Clear Shooting Glasses
• Gerber Dime Multi-Tool
• Gerber Gator Machete Jr.
• Brownells Versatile Light
• Streamlight Micro Light
• Streamlight Trident Headlamp
• Adventure Medical Adventure Trauma Pack
• Adventure Medical Kits Afterbite
• Brownells AR Multitasker
• Ace Camp Survival Multi-Tool Shovel
• Condor Outdoors Products Black Shemagh
• Coleman Lightsticks 2 pk
• Coleman Emergency Candles, 2 pk
• TurboFlame V Flame
• UST Butane Fuel
• Balm Shot
• Stansport Camp Blanket
• Rite-In-The-Rain Notebook
• Rite-In-The-Rain Pen
• LifeStraw
• Camelbak Eddy Hydration Bottle
• Coleman Campers Toilet Paper
• Adventure Medical Kits Adventure Bath Wipes-Travel Size
• Midland Pocket Radio
• Duracell Pro Cell AAA Batteries
• Surefire 123 6 pk batteries
• Voo Doo Tactical 50 ft Paracord
• SOL Fire Lite Kit
• Condor Outdoor Products 3 Day Assault Pack
• ESG Essentials Patch

Junior Gear Guide

Junior Gear Guide

More at 
Brownells!
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Life Straw
Brownells LifeStraw 100013964: 

The LifeStraw personal water 
filter, a “Best Invention of the 
Year” (Time magazine) winner, 
enables users to drink water safely 
from contaminated water sources. 
LifeStraw is ideal for homeowners 
during emergencies such as local 
flooding which can contaminate 
drinking water supplies. LifeStraw 
is also ideal for campers and hikers 
who may be drinking from rivers or lakes and are unsure of the 
water safety. Because LifeStraw is lightweight and compact, it is 
also great for travelers who do not want to rely on the quality of 
local water. LifeStraw is the most advanced personal water filter 
available today. LifeStraw surpasses EPA guidelines for E. coli, 
Giardia and Cryptosporidium oocysts, rigorous standards for water 
filtration.  www.brownells.com.

SOL Emergency Blanket
Brownells SOL Emergency 

Blanket 100012657: The most 
advanced emergency blanket 
on the market - meticulously 
designed never to fail when 
you’re counting on it with 
your life. It all starts with the 
material - vacuum-metalized 
polyethylene reflects 90% 
of your body heat while also 
offering a number of other 
important features that set it 
apart from traditional Mylar 
blankets: it opens easily and 
will not shred if nicked or 
punctured, rips and tears can be 
repaired, it is quiet and won’t 
crinkle in high winds, and its 
high-visibility orange exterior 
makes it easy for rescuers 
to find you. Sized to fit one 
person. www.brownells.com

Trauma Pak and Zombie Can

Brownells Zombie Ready Can - Trauma Pack and 
Emergency Food Can 100010639: Zombie Ready 
Cans include the bare essentials for the zombie 
apocalypse. Included in each can is a Trauma Pak 
with Quick Clot, allowing you to address most 
wounds inflicted by zombies. The cans also include 
a can of Tactical Bacon, ensuring that you have 
the sustenance needed to carry on the fight. Also 
available, is the Zombie Ready Can + Magazines, 
which includes three Brownells 30-round AR-15 
magazines. Just add ammo and you are good to go! 
The Ammo Can itself is a .50 caliber can built to 
U.S. military specs and has never been used. Even 
with the provided items, you will still have room 
to store other zombie survival supplies in the can. 
www.brownells.com

Junior Gear Guide

Brownells Blue Loctite

Brownells Blue Loctite 532242006: 
This product keeps those single-action 
and other problem screws from backing 
out during shooting. Restores worn 
parts to original tight fit. Flows into 
and fills to .015-inch gap, then hardens 
into tough solid with 1400 psi strength. 
Excess wipes off. Medium strength - 
disassemble with normal tools.

www.brownells.com

JP MSR Spring Kit
Brownells  JP Spring Kit 452000007: The JP 

Spring kit can either be used to replace your 
existing MSR one kit or combined with the 
ALG AR15 trigger set which we recommend. 
The resulting trigger pull can then be adjusted to 
be smooth, 4.5 pounds and a real improvement 
over the one provided by the factory. 

www.brownells.com

More at Brownells!
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Available for 
the iPhone 4/4s 
and iPhone 5 in    
Tactical, as well 

as casual, colors.

TM

www.blade-tech.com
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The new 
MODEL 3G

World most versatile competition rifle.

*shown with optional sights

 www.stagarms.com 860-229-9994

The ultimate out of the box 3 gun rifle
available in right & left handed


